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Protesting evictions in Minneapolis, MN. 
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EDITORIAL 


PEOPLE'STRIBUIME 


WE NEED A SYSTEM THAT 
PROVIDES FOR THE PEOPLE 


Everyone now believes that the capi¬ 
talist system is in a deepening crisis. 
This is a crisis OF rather than WITHIN 
the system. Crisis means it is no longer 
possible to keep doing the same thing 
the same way. Crisis means change, 
and yet no so-called leader has dared to 
publicly state anything other than their 
intent to fix the system, get the govern¬ 
ment out of the private sector and “get 
back on the road.” The meaning and 
nature of crisis makes this impossible. 

“Getting back on the road,” means 
putting the millions of unemployed 
back to the work they were 
laid off from. This would 
require abandoning trillions 
of dollars worth of wage¬ 
less, electronic productive 
equipment and withdrawing 
from the global network of 
production and selling. This 
would mean going from 
more profitable to less prof¬ 
itable production. History 
shows that humanity never 
relinquishes what it has 
achieved. Instead, human 
beings always reconstruct 
the economic relations in 
order to maintain the new, 
more profitable ways of 
creating social wealth. 

Therefore, history never 
goes backward without the wholesale 
destruction of the means of production. 

Understanding the crisis of the sys¬ 
tem begins with a description of the 
system. The basis of the capitalist sys¬ 
tem is that the worker sells his ability to 
work to the capitalist; the capitalist then 
utilizes that labor power to create valu¬ 
able commodities to be sold to society. 
Labor is the sole creator of value, and 
profit is the difference between the cost 
of labor power and the value it creates. 

Up to today, every crisis has been a 
crisis within the system. How do such 
crises arise? The means of production 
are constantly developing. Each de¬ 


velopment in the means of production 
disturbs the relationship between the 
economy and the organization of soci¬ 
ety. For example, an improvement in a 
drill press allows one person to do the 
work of five. Four then become unem¬ 
ployed and are forced to find work in 
other areas. The commodities made by 
the improved drill press become lower 
in value and the price falls. These stages 
accumulate into severe contradictions 
between a slightly different economy 
and the same old society. At that point 
a political struggle to reform social and 


political institutions begins. The mecha¬ 
nization of Southern agriculture that ac¬ 
celerated the urbanization of the south¬ 
ern African Americans and the resultant 
Freedom Struggles is such an example. 
The rise of Ford-ism, giant factories, the 
concentration of industrial workers and 
the rise of the industrial union is another 
such example. There were other fac¬ 
tors that were part of the process such 
as history or ideology. It must be noted 
that while these developments created 
severe contradiction between new as¬ 
pects of the economic foundation and 
old social organization, they did not 
create antagonism. Because these eco¬ 


nomic developments made labor more 
productive, they did not replace it. Re¬ 
sultant reform strengthened the econ¬ 
omy and brought society closer to it. 

The current crisis has followed the 
same historic pattern. The difference to¬ 
day is that the new, more efficient means 
of producing social wealth - robotics - 
do not enhance the productivity of the 
worker. They replace the worker. Elimi¬ 
nating the worker slowly eliminates 
value, the foundation of the capitalist 
system, throwing the entire system into 
a critical crisis. As the actual nature of 
the crisis became clear, the 
government set aside $12.8 
trillion to intervene in the 
private sector in an attempt 
to salvage the system or 
usher in a new system com¬ 
patible with private prop¬ 
erty. It was an admission 
of the failure of the system. 

The de facto national¬ 
ization of a huge section 
of the economy calls into 
question not just the capi¬ 
talist system, but the exis¬ 
tence of private property 
as well. The implications 
of nationalization and bail¬ 
outs of the corporations 
have not been lost on the 
people. There were imme¬ 
diate cries of “Bail me out, too!” This 
growing alliance between government 
and corporate power intensifies the 
fascist danger. It also shines a light on 
the class nature of the government and 
opens the way for a new level of pro¬ 
paganda for a society where private 
property is transformed into public 
property. Revolutionaries can now do 
more than fight back. They can put forth 
the vision and fight for a system and 
government that belongs to the people 
and provides for them the way this gov¬ 
ernment provides for the corporations. 



WORKERS MEMORIAL DAY, APRIL 20 


Why Revolutionaries Need A Press 

From the Editors 

We are sometimes asked “Why do revolutionaries need a press?” The answer has to do with this moment in 
history. People are struggling just to get the basic necessities of life. Historical forces beyond anyone’s control 
have set the stage for a new society to be built, but from this point on, how things turn out depends on what 
people think. This means that those of us who are seeking fundamental change are engaged in a battle of ideas, 
a struggle to win the hearts and minds of the people. If we don’t raise the consciousness of the people and unite 
them around a vision of a better world and a strategy to achieve it, then we’ll fail in our effort to build a just and 
free society. To win the battle of ideas, we need a press. 

Visit us on the web at www.peoplestribune.org 


The People’s Tribune is devoted to the 
proposition that an economic system that 
can’t or won’t feed, clothe and house its 
people ought to be and will be changed. 
To that end, this paper is a tribune of the 
people. It is the voice of millions struggling 
for survival. It strives to educate politically 
those millions on the basis of their own 
experience. It is a tribune to bring them to¬ 
gether, to create a vision of a better world, 
and a strategy to achieve it. 

We find ourselves at a historic moment as 
labor-replacing technology leads us on a 
path toward the decisive reconstruction of 
society. Who will win — the capitalists or 
the growing mass of poor — will depend 
on winning the hearts and minds of the 
people to create a society whose fruits 
benefit all. 

We offer our pages as a vehicle for the 
new ideas rooted in our reality, and to be 
the voice of those who seek to raise the 
consciousness of society. Let us gather 
our collective experience, intelligence and 
commitment to bring forth a vision that 
changes America into a society “by the 
people, of the people, for the people.” 
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Gov’t Intervenes In Economy: FOR WHOM? 


COVER STORY 


The U.S. government continues to 
boldly intervene and take control of 
the U.S. economy. In fact, the execu¬ 
tive branch of the federal government 
has become the executive committee, 
charging itself with governing and over¬ 
seeing the levers of the U.S. economy, 
with the president as its chief execu¬ 
tive officer. Why is all this happening? 

Just nine months ago the U.S. econo¬ 
my was in an absolute free-fall, with its 
financial sector at a near total collapse. 
In this capitalist economy, the govern¬ 
ment’s executive branch has the prin¬ 
cipal responsibility to protect the gen¬ 
eral interests of the capitalist class as a 
whole. However, at the same time, the 
people expect the government to provide 
for the general well being of society. 
Balancing these contradictory aspects 
is just what the Obama administration 
has sought to do. Whether or not it can 
succeed is an entirely different subject. 

During the final months of the Bush 
administration we saw the dramatic 
expansion of government intervention 
with the creation of the Troubled As¬ 
sets Relief Program (TARP). It was 
designed to pump billions of U.S. trea¬ 
sury dollars into the financial sector of 
the economy, principally to the banks, 
brokerage firms and other financial in¬ 
stitutions. Since then we have seen 
the Obama administration tighten the 
regulatory aspects of TARP and ex¬ 
pand the program in May to include the 
six largest life insurance corporations. 



The 

People’s 
Tribune 
Needs Your 
Donations! 


The People’s Tribune needs 
your financial help to go on be¬ 
ing a voice of the people. We need 
to raise an additional $1000 each 
month. The People’s Tribune 
brings the stories of those who 
are struggling to move forward in 
a world where corporate power is 
threatening to crush them. Along 
with those stories, we try to of¬ 
fer some strategic perspective to 
help put the struggle in context 
and point the way toward vic¬ 
tory. Please donate whatever you 
can. See the subscription/donation 
form on the right. You can also do¬ 
nate using Pay Pal on our web site, 
www.peoplestribune.org. 

People’s Tribune 
Editorial Board 



Protesting outside of the Bank of Am 

We are witnessing the restructur¬ 
ing, reorganization and consolidation 
of the mling class in the U.S. It is all 
being done from a position of central¬ 
ized political power, in the general in¬ 
terests of the mling class as a whole. 
Sink this capitalist to keep this one 
afloat. Let this one go out of business 
to fund the other. This process is not 
some economically driven set of events. 
It is a series of conscious political de¬ 
cisions to stabilize the U.S. capitalist 
economy and strengthen its relation¬ 
ship to the global economy as a whole. 

The amount of the economic rescue 
plan is far reaching. The U.S. govern¬ 
ment, through the Treasury Depart¬ 
ment and Federal Deposit Insurance 
Corporation (FDIC), along with the 
Federal Reserve Bank have spent, lent 
and otherwise committed $12.8 trillion 
so far. That figure approaches the val¬ 
ue of everything produced in the U.S. 
last year. The nation’s gross domes¬ 
tic product was $14.2 trillion in 2008. 


ica building in downtown Boston. 

Government regulation of the fi¬ 
nancial sector has also been set in mo¬ 
tion. The executive branch, through 
the U.S. Treasury has asked Congress 
for legislation to overhaul the mles of 
finance, to give the government more 
control and oversight over derivatives 
trading. Stress tests are being required 
of all banks and financial institutions 
to see if they can weather a worsen¬ 
ing financial crisis. And now Congress 
is being asked by the FDIC to estab¬ 
lish a “Systemic Risk Council,” made 
up of government regulators to scruti¬ 
nize, oversee and regulate “too big to 
fail” corporations. As we can see, in¬ 
creased state control of the economy is 
being implemented in definite stages. 

Overall, the industrial sector of the 
economy is being particularly hard 
hit, especially the auto sector and re¬ 
lated industries. Just to keep operat¬ 
ing, Chrysler LLC and General Mo¬ 
tors Corporation initially required $4 
billion and $17.5 billion respectively, 
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in TARP loans last year. Over the past 
month, the executive branch through 
its Treasury Department used its politi¬ 
cal power and an additional $42 billion 
from the public treasury to impose new 
terms for the bankruptcy reorganiza¬ 
tion of Chrysler and General Motors. 

Something new is happening here. 
No longer are the economic deci¬ 
sions about a corporation’s future be¬ 
ing decided by the board of directors 
in that corporation’s executive board- 
room. These decisions have now be¬ 
come political decisions. And these 
decisions are being made by an execu¬ 
tive committee in Washington, D.C. 

Today, we are bearing witness to a 
step-by-step, government nationaliza¬ 
tion effort. A grand scale reorganiza¬ 
tion and consolidation of the ruling 
class is being imposed and is unfold¬ 
ing before our very eyes. It is being 
carried out to protect the general inter¬ 
ests of the capitalist class as a whole. 
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CALL FOR A MORATORIUM ON EVICTIONS 



Rosemary Williams outside of her home of 23 years. She is fighting foreclo¬ 
sure eviction in the courts. Her resistance is one more dramatic step in the 
battle to build a movement to stop foreclosures in America. 


By Sandy Perry 

Sixty year-old Rosemary Williams, a 
mother of three, went to court in Hen¬ 
nepin County, Minnesota on May 26. 
She took a stand against foreclosure 
eviction from her home of 23 years. 
Her resistance is one more dramatic 
step in the battle to build a move¬ 
ment to stop foreclosures in America. 

“Housing is a human right and 
we need a moratorium on home fore¬ 
closures,” said Ms. Williams. “I am 
taking a stand for all people facing 
homelessness from foreclosures and 
evictions from foreclosed properties. 
We cannot be sacrificed to the greed 
of bankers and mortgage companies.” 

Ms. Williams has lived in the Central 
Neighborhood of South Minneapolis for 
55 years. Hundreds of her friends and 
neighbors have signed a legal request to 
intervene in her case. They have packed 
the courtroom during her appearances, 
and have vowed to commit non-violent 
civil disobedience to block any at¬ 
tempt to evict her by force. Six other 
families in the area are also preparing 
to resist similar threatened evictions. 

The Williams case is part of a 
growing movement against fore¬ 
closures, organized by numerous 
national and local groups, includ¬ 
ing the Poor Peoples Economic Hu¬ 
man Rights Campaign (PPEHRC). 

“We’re asking for a moratorium 
on evictions, foreclosures, and sheriff 
sales until we can deal with this seri¬ 


ous affordable housing crisis in our 
country,” said PPEHRC national orga¬ 
nizer Cheri Honkala. She announced 
a campaign to move homeless people 
into vacant foreclosed homes, to hold 
picket lines and sit-ins to stop sheriff 
sales, and to organize civil disobedi¬ 
ence to resist foreclosures and evictions. 

In February the government un¬ 
veiled a plan to help seven to nine mil¬ 
lion American homeowners modify 
their loans to make them affordable, but 
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it is not working. It attempts to cajole 
and subsidize financial corporations to 
get them to act in the public interest, but 
they are predators that will never do that. 

For one thing, almost all the loans 
have been packaged into mortgage se¬ 
curity bonds that make modification 
so complicated as to be practically im¬ 
possible. For another, the plan fails 
to take into account the fact that loan 
modifications will be further blocked 
by continuing depreciation of home 


prices and rising unemployment. Fi¬ 
nally, President Obama’s plan for modi¬ 
fication of mortgages by bankruptcy 
judges was resoundingly rejected by 
the Senate, because, as one legislator 
said, the banks “frankly own the place.” 

The underlying reason the plan will 
fail is that it is based on the false as¬ 
sumption that the global economy is fun¬ 
damentally sound, and can be repaired 
with a few minor “Keynesian” adjust¬ 
ments. The reality is that the economy 
is irreparably broken, and no amount of 
tinkering will be able to put it back to¬ 
gether again. The technological revolu¬ 
tion is step by step eliminating all human 
labor as it moves toward total computer¬ 
ization and automation. Without human 
work, and money in the hands of human 
workers, people increasingly can no 
longer afford housing and other neces¬ 
sities, commodities can no longer circu¬ 
late, and the economy grinds to a halt. 

We are entering a period of systemic 
change. A new economy is ready to be 
bom, but it will require millions of cre¬ 
ative and inspired human beings like 
Rosemary Williams to build it. At times 
like this, we need to turn to our deepest, 
historic, moral and spiritual values to 
guide us. Will we get involved and cre¬ 
ate a cooperative new economy, found¬ 
ed on human dignity, and the economic 
human right to food, clothing, housing, 
and health care? Or will we sit back, 
and allow the system to evolve into 
one of deeper exploitation, poverty, and 
slavery? The outcome depends on us. 


SUFFERING AND STRUGGLE 
IN BERRIEN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 


By Lenette Evans 


It is 7:15 AM and I’m standing here 
in Benton Harbor and St. Joseph, Michi¬ 
gan, and our surrounding communities, 
over 700,000 people have lost their 
jobs due to our economic meltdown. 
Food pantries are stmggling to just 
feed those that are homeless and poor, 
and can no longer afford to go shop¬ 
ping to feed their families. Lines at the 
local soup kitchen have gotten longer, 
and the only way they survive to feed 
the hungry is by people in the commu¬ 
nity that donate either food or money. 

Berrien County has shelters but not 
many, so they are full. Many people end 
up on the streets, sleeping in dumpsters, 
in an alley, under a bridge, or in an aban¬ 
doned car, and many have even knocked 
on a neighbor’s door begging for a place 
to sleep because they have nowhere to go. 

Recently I heard of a woman that 
had several children and was liv¬ 
ing in a hotel room because it was 


the only place she could go to live. 

A friend of mine who lives in a mo¬ 
bile home park has a neighbor that is on 
disability and had his heat turned off. 
He could not afford to pay his bill, so 
he was collecting wood branches and 
burning them in his kitchen sink to 
stay warm through the winter months. 

My neighbor who lives in St. Joseph, 
Michigan also had her heat shut off be¬ 
cause she is on disability and could not 
afford to pay her bill. She was collect¬ 
ing sticks from the trees and putting 
them in her fireplace to keep her home 
warm. She has a son and she also had 
two women that were staying with her 
that were living quite poorly as well. 

Several times I have reached 
out to my neighbors and have given 
them bags of groceries so they have 
food to eat, and I have prayed with 
my neighbor for the depressing cir¬ 
cumstances she has gone through. 

So many of our churches talk about 
getting out of the pews and being a wit¬ 


ness to our neighbors and our communi¬ 
ties and sharing the gospel of Jesus, but it 
all starts with the Pastor getting out and 
on the streets making a difference. When 
the pastors of our communities are seen 
on the streets as Jesus always was.... its at 
that point that we will then see our flock 
reaching and touching lives to those that 
are in need. But if the shepherd is not 
in the field you will not see the sheep. 

So Pastors stop preaching and start 
putting your words in your Sunday ser¬ 
mons into action. Action speaks louder 
then words. There is not a day that goes 
by where I am not out on the streets 
in my community and trying to build 
friendships with the lost and minis¬ 
tering the word of God to them. Jesus 
rarely set foot in the synagogue. He was 
on the streets with the poor, the home¬ 
less, the prostitutes and those in need 
of Jesus Christ and his love. WE ARE 
ALL CALLED TO DO THE SAME. 

We live in stressful times where 
jobs are lost, families are living on the 


streets, businesses are closing, homes 
are foreclosing. That is all the more rea¬ 
son we all need to be reaching people in 
need. Its not about what our government 
will do for us, it is about what WE do to 
make the government accountable. It is 
all about what JESUS CHRIST and the 
power of prayer will do in our commu¬ 
nity when people RISE UP AND START 
TO MAKE A GODLY DIFFERENCE! 
WHEN PEOPLE GET INVOLVED 
AND UNITE TOGETHER AND 
STAND UP FOR PEACE AND JUS¬ 
TICE WE CAN MAKE A DIFFER¬ 
ENCE! 

Lenette Evans, 
Saving Souls 
Ministries 
269-876-1848 
Savingsouls 1 ©ya¬ 
hoo, com 
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Health Care Being 
And More Of Us! 


By Joyce Mills RN 
and Sal Sandoval MD 

America has begun to deny health¬ 
care in a startling new way. Faced with 
more uninsured but less local govern¬ 
ment money locally to care for them, 
counties are voting to bar illegal immi¬ 
grants from preventative and primary 
care. Sacramento and Contra Costa 
Counties in California are leading the 
pack, and more counties across the 
country are planning to follow suit. 

Doctors and other healthcare workers 
brace for the inevitable results; swamped 
emergency rooms, chronic and commu¬ 
nicable diseases patients untreated... so 
healthcare workers and communities are 
fighting these cuts and finding ways to 
take care of patients “under the table.” 
It’s the only way to practice ethically in 
an unethical system. But what else can 
we do? 

Part of the answer surely lies in the 
fight against anti-immigration legisla¬ 
tion. But these new changes are pri¬ 
marily about a failed healthcare system. 
They are about money, or lack of it, and 
government accountability, or lack of 
it, for the basic needs of society and its 
members. 


THIS IS YOUR PAPER 
— YOUR HELP IS 
URGENTLY NEEDED! 


From the Editors 


The People’s Tribune tells the truth about 
how the rule of the corporations in America is 
destroying the country. The People’s Tribune 
strives to be a voice of the movement to end 
poverty and oppression, and to offer a per¬ 
spective on who and what the real enemy is 
and a vision of the society we could have if 
the people ran it. We need the financial help 
of our readers to continue being that voice. 
The paper needs an additional $1,000 per 
month to continue publishing in its current 
form and to expand to reach a broader audi¬ 
ence. This shortfall is happening at a time 
when the People’s Tribune has never been 
more necessary. More and more fighters are 
taking the paper up as their own, writing for 
it and circulating it. They are using it to win 
the battle of ideas. If we can unite the people 
around a vision of a better world and a strate¬ 
gy to achieve it, we can make history. Donate 
whatever you can, solicit donations from oth¬ 
ers and hold house parties, public forums and 
other events as fundraisers for the People’s 
Tribune. Members of the editorial board are 
available to speak at public meetings. E-mail 
info@peoplestribune.org or call 800-691- 
6888. Send donations to People’s Tribune, PO 
Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 


The papers today are full of reports 
about denial of healthcare. They don’t 
call it rationing because the vast major¬ 
ity of care being denied is not due to 
government “bureaucracy,” but by pri¬ 
vate insurance companies. Government 
support for healthcare goes to those of us 
the private insurance system has already 
“rationed” care to. But with the govern¬ 
ment bailouts of the banking industry, 
the role of government in healthcare is 
back on the front burner, and many of us 
say, “It’s about time!” 

This is not just about the immigrant, 
documented or otherwise. It is about 
more and more of us. The first govern¬ 
ment supported care many of us see is in 
prison and last year the US Department 
of Justice found that 16% percent of in¬ 
mates (more than 300,000 people) have 
a mental illness. In fact, a study found 
that Rikers Island in New York City and 
the Los Angeles County Jail each had 
more psychiatric patients than the larg¬ 
est U.S. psychiatric facility. 

Even those trying to get treatment 
for addictions don’t get it. According 
to the Illinois Alcohol and Drug Depen¬ 
dence Association, 1.5 million Illinois 
residents did not receive treatment be¬ 
cause they couldn’t afford it, and that 
was 5 years ago! As medical 
debt goes up and sick peo¬ 
ple are forced to take bad 
mortgages because they no 
longer have health benefits 
through union contracts, 
how many more are going 
untreated now? The barri¬ 
ers to getting and keeping 
coverage are so great that 
it has left many homeless 
and without care, even for 
diseases such as cancer or 
diabetes. 

Scapegoating some of 
us will work only so long. 
Polls show that 70% of 
Americans or more con¬ 
sider health care a crisis 


Bus tour that is criss-crossing Michigan and the nation. 


needing “total overhaul” or “significant 
revision.” We know that private insur¬ 
ers, pharmaceutical companies and oth¬ 
er corporate healthcare giants have been 
the key culprits, the reason so many are 
uninsured in the first place. 

While we take care of people the 
best we can day to day, we have to en¬ 
ter the political debate for real change. 
We have to demand that government 
do whatever is necessary to guarantee 
healthcare to all of us, and this does not 
mean guaranteeing access to buying in¬ 
surance from private corporations. Only 
when government guarantees healthcare 
itself will we be able to stop the affronts 
to the suffering among us and embark 


on a true ethic of care in our great na¬ 
tion. 

Joyce Mills, RN, public health, and 
Sal Sandoval, MD, have supported sin¬ 
gle payer health care in California and 
across the U.S. They can be contacted at 
joycefmills@gmail. com. 


An Ode to Leadership 

Many leaders are leaders because they deserve it 
Our previous commander was quite perverted 
Many of our leaders are well pedigreed 
GWB was this indeed 

Calling himself cousin to princes and queens 
The New World Order what does it mean? 
Commander of this and chief of that 
In the face of his authority he clearly spat, 

Ruler of that, first citizen of this 


Much of the world truly feels dissed, 

The former administration of this nation 
WILL NOT BE MISSED! 

Clearly the elect ushers in a new era 
When will we end the war on terror? 

Can the battle be won without a skirmish? 
Or shall the carnage leave us squeamish? 
Long live our new Pres everyone’s pal, 
Long life to his wife his number 1 gal! 


— Jason Wattle 
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VOICES FROM THE RUSTBELT 

The crisis in the once heavily industrialized cities and towns in the midwest — now called the Rust Belt — are a harbinger of 
the future. The struggles unfolding in this part of the country hold lessons for everyone. The People’s Tribune devotes monthly 
pages to the Rust Belt. Send your story to People’s Tribune, PO Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524. 


REPORTER CONVICTED OF CHARGES 
RELATED TO HER COVERAGE OF POLICE 


The following are excerpts from 
a public statement by Michigan 
Citizen Reporter Diane Bukowski. 

I was convicted Friday May 1 on two 
felony counts of “assaulting/resisting/ 
obstructing” state troopers. The charg- 



Troopers wrench Diane Bukowski’s 
arm up behind her back, shoving 
her to go inside the police car after 
arrest. Diane was stripped of her 
purse, camera, notebook and re¬ 
porter’s badge. Police deleted two 
photos from her camera. 


es related to my coverage last Election 
Day of a high-speed state trooper chase 
down which ended with the deaths of 
Detroiters James Willingham, a father 
of ten, and Jeffery Frazier, an autistic 
young man beloved in his community. 

I am neither dispirited nor depressed 
about this un¬ 
just outcome, 
but all the 
more resolved 
to continue the 
struggle against 
the beast that 
is the so-called 
“criminal jus¬ 
tice” (read 
injustice) system in this city, county, 
state and country. Tens of thousands 
of poor defendants, who do not have 
my advantages, are daily railroaded 
into the prison system using court-ap¬ 
pointed attorneys who frequently plead 
them out whether or not they com¬ 
mitted the crime. Many are charged 
with crimes arising from their poverty. 

Wayne County Prosecutor Kym Wor¬ 
thy, who knows my extensive coverage 
of police brutality cases and her failure 
to prosecute Detroit’s killer cops includ¬ 


ing Eugene Brown, brought these ap¬ 
palling, trumped up charges against me. 

My attorney and I were forced to 
fight the charges with one arm tied be¬ 
hind our backs, due to the actions of both 
Assistant Prosecutor Thomas Trzcinski 
and Wayne County Circuit Court Judge 

Michael 
Hathaway. 

On Apr. 
17, as a 
hearing on 
a motion 
to with¬ 
draw from 
my case 
was being 
heard, a motion to “preclude the defense 
of press privilege” from my trial was 
also heard. I had no idea this motion 
had been presented seven days earlier. 

The Judge partially grant¬ 
ed this request which blatant¬ 
ly violated the First Amendment. 

My jury venire was not representa¬ 
tive of a “fair cross-section of the com¬ 
munity” as guaranteed by the Sixth 
Amendment. Only two Blacks and two 
Detroiters were on the final jury. Blacks 
represent 82.8 percent of Detroit’s popu¬ 


lation and 42 percent of Wayne County’s 
population according to the most recent 
estimates from the US Census. Detroi¬ 
ters also represent 42 percent of the 
county’s population. The judge contin¬ 
ued the trial despite that a third Black ju¬ 
ror called in the second day and said she 
had car trouble, although he could easily 
have sent a court officer to pick her up. 
She was instead excluded from the jury. 

The judge even cut off most of my 
attorney’s direct exam of me, the de¬ 
fendant. Prosecutors viciously attacked 
Willingham’s grieving sister when she 
took the stand to testify that I did not 
cross any yellow caution tapes and did 
not assault, resist or obstruct the officers. 

There were numerous other gross 
irregularities which my attorneys will 
deal with in their appellate actions. 

But I ask all of you not to lose 
heart. My determination to continue 
the struggle against the monster that is 
this injustice system has been greatly 
increased by this outcome, and I look 
forward to victory in the end. If any¬ 
one has questions, they can reach me at 
313-205-6718 or by email at diane_bu- 
kowski@hotmail.com. THANK YOU 
ALL AND LOVE YOU ALL. DIANE 


“I am neither dispirited nor 
depressed about this unjust 
outcome, but all the more resolved 
to continue the struggle ... 

— Diane Bukowski 


Getting the Water Affordability Plan 
on the Ballot! 


By Gwendolyn Gaines 
and Sylvia Orduno, MWRO 

Editors Note: Detroit’s Water Af¬ 
fordability Plan was drafted in 2004 
by Michigan Welfare Rights to stop the 
shutting-off of water to below poverty 
level customers and to institute a wa¬ 
ter rate formula based upon their gross 
annual income. It was approved by the 
Detroit City Council in 2006. The De¬ 
troit Water and Sewerage Department 
refused to implement the plan. After 
much political pressure, they agreed 
to a watered down version. The Water 
Affordability Plan is needed to help 
prevent the over 5,000 annual water 
shut-offs to Detroit families. Families 
without water or basic utilities can have 
their children taken away by the Michi¬ 
gan Department of Human Services. 

Efforts to put the Water Afford¬ 


ability Plan on the November 2009 
ballot in Detroit are in full force! 
Michigan Welfare Rights Organiza¬ 
tion members and volunteers have 
been gathering hundreds of signatures 
weekly since March, and are making a 
final push during these last three weeks. 

With a goal of 7000 signatures and 
over 700 petitions out in the community, 
we are making a final push to ensure we 
have all of the signatures we need. Most 
Detroit voters who sign the petitions 
are happy to do so. They know we need 
changes in the Detroit Water and Sewer¬ 
age Department (DWSD) to make water 
affordable to low-income customers. 

Detroit volunteers have been col¬ 
lecting signatures outside of the water 
department, at grocery stores, near bus 
stops, at gas stations, in the neighbor¬ 
hood, and at churches. Many petition 
signers believe help is needed to provide 
relief to low-income homeowners and 
renters with high water bills. Each year 



the DWSD—the 
third largest mu¬ 
nicipal water 
provider—raises 
its rates beyond 
the cost of liv¬ 
ing, while re¬ 
ducing services 
and increasing 
the outsourcing 
of maintenance 
work. We know 
the DWSD 
is also using 
this strategy to 

break the local water workers union, 
AFSCME Local 207, so that they 
can privatize our water department. 

Some registered voters have refused 
to sign the Water Affordability Plan pe¬ 
tition. They say, “It ain’t gonna do no 
good,” or “Ain’t nothing changing.” 
In this economic crisis, we know it is 
harder and harder to believe in change. 


Ballots signed in the fight for water in Detroit. 


PHOTO /MWRO 

However, we also know that when the 
people rally together we can force the 
changes we need not just to survive but 
for a better quality of life. We can’t wait 
anymore for do-nothing politicians! 

Please contact the MWRO office 
to help collect these final signatures! 
(313) 964-0618 or info@mwro.org 
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WHAT THE AUTO CRISIS MEANS FOR THE COUNTRY 


General Baker is 
an internationally 
known labor leader, 
a leader of the auto 
wildcat strikes in the 
1960s, and pioneer 
of draft resistance 
during the Vietnam 
War He spoke re¬ 
cently in Chicago, Illinois about the crisis 
in auto. Below are excerpts from his talk: 

“The U.S. used to have a car market 
of 16 million. Last year it was down to 
10 million. The industry has to cut an¬ 
nual production by 5-6 million cars. 
Plants are closing everywhere. A crisis 
is developing across Michigan. Dear¬ 
born is booming because Ford is still 
open there. Flint is in terrible shape. 
Hamtramck is still holding on. Highland 
Park is in foreclosure. The plant in Pon¬ 
tiac is gone. In Bay City an older guy 
froze to death because his heat was cut 
off. A young man was tasered. The Red 
Cross started helping in Macomb Coun¬ 
ty since the pantries ran out of food. 

“It’s a different ball game at the 
negotiations table now. The cuts have 
been tremendous. In the Ford deal, 
the active workers took the hits. Ford 
forced $7 an hour in cuts. Workers lost 
their cost of living, vacation, sick pay, 
and Christmas bonuses. The retirement 


fund — VEBA — will get paid with 
stock or equity holdings, which are 
basically worthless. Estimates are that 
VEBA will not hold up for six years. 
At Chrysler, the retirees lost vision and 
dental care. The company can now put 
skilled workers on the production line. 
They have a no-strike clause until 2015. 
The GM agreement is the same. Now 
the government stake will be 72%. The 
union gets 17.9%. The bondholders 
will take the rest. So, it’s a big change. 

“The situation is dire. But is hasn’t 
caused a huge uproar. There seems to 
be a degree of satisfaction with what 
has been given. The government has 
defended the pension and health care of 
the retired workers — there are 425,000 
receiving pensions from GM, and 
215,000 at Chrysler — by making sure 
those items do not go before the bank¬ 
ruptcy judge. The government is afraid 
to let the auto pensions fail because it 
might break the whole pension system 
in America. GE, IBM, AT&T — hun¬ 
dreds of thousands of people — are in 
the pension fund. The retirees are ac¬ 
tive, but have no vote and no say in what 
the union decides. People are preparing 
to mobilize on single-payer health care. 
The fight back so far has been at rallies 
called by the steelworkers. Most of the 
plants are idle. There is recognition that 
they still can’t work without auto. The 


active section of workers is going to be 
very angry if things don’t turn around. 

“We need to explain to people 
the technological role in this crisis. 
Most workers are seeing the crisis as 
a problem of outsourcing. The idea of 
re-industrializing the country is also 
being put forward. But, plants are so 
productive today. Even those that stay 
open won’t need many workers. GM, 
for example, is prepared to install 860 
robots in its Lordstown, Ohio plant. 
Ford has 45,000 workers, Chrysler has 
35,000 and GM has 65,000. The entire 
workforce will be half that size when 
it’s over. You hear news about high¬ 
speed rail, and retooling for emission 
controls. But such advanced produc¬ 
tion will not involve many workers. 

“Chrysler and GM are now gov¬ 
ernment-owned companies. They have 
essentially already been nationalized. 
The active section of workers has been 
beat back so far. They will have to raise 
the issue of nationalization — in the 
interests of the people. This will affect 
all workers, as autoworkers have al¬ 
ways set the pace for all of the workers. 

General Baker is available to 
speak through Speakers for a New 
America. Call 800-691-6888 or email 
info@speakersforanewamerica.com. 




KEEP 
STERLING 
PLANT OPEN 


Workers form a rally to try and keep 
the Chrysler Sterling Heights plant 
open. 

PHOTO /DAYMONJHARTLEY.COM 


Local Native Elder Fights Eviction Due to 
Demands Wells Fargo Renegotiate 


By Ann Patterson 

Ona Kingbird is a Twin Cities Ojib- 
wa elder who has taught for 36 years 
in Minnesota public schools and pris¬ 
ons. As a Red Lake tribal member and 
bearer of the pipe given by her father, 
a medicine man, she has preserved the 
culture of her students at Heart of the 
Earth school in South Minneapolis. She 
has provided a home for her family, in¬ 
cluding her daughter and grandkids. But 
today Ms. Kingbird faces homeless¬ 
ness due to foreclosure on her house. 

AND SHE IS FIGHTING! 

During a press conference today held 
outside her home on the 3900 block of 
Cedar Avenue in South Minneapolis, 
Ona said, “I paid a lot for this house 
and I have asked Wells Fargo to work 
with me in the situation, which they 
have refused to do. I’m not moving.” 

Ms. Kingbird, like so many oth¬ 
ers, spent years paying off a mortgage 
through Wells Fargo. Due to confusion 
and family crisis, Ms. Kingbird’s mort¬ 
gage payments were being returned to 
her and not received by Wells Fargo, 
causing her to fall behind in the eyes 




Ona Kingbird, who has taught for 36 
years in public schools, (left) faces 
homelessness due to foreclosure by 
Wells Fargo Bank. She has refused 
to leave her home. 

of the mortgage institution. Refusing to 
work with Ms. Kingbird to rectify the 
situation, Wells Fargo is moving for¬ 
ward on the foreclosure process. Her 
house was sold in March, via a Sheriff’s 
sale back to Wells Fargo-the original 
mortgage holder. She has four months 
to raise 50 thousand dollars, get a court 
injunction demanding that Wells Fargo 


renegotiate her mortgage to an afford¬ 
able rate, or else she faces eviction. 

Twin Cities’ neighborhoods are be¬ 
coming more and more desolate as home 
after home goes into forecloseure and 
occupants are evicted. During this time 
of economic crisis, financial institutions 
like Wells Fargo have received financial 
stimulus packages to encourage them to 
work with homeowners to renegotiate af¬ 
fordable solutions to the growing hous¬ 
ing crisis. So far, homeowners like Ona 
Kingbird have yet to see the results of 
this stimulus money, begging the ques¬ 
tion, where exactly is this money going? 

Ona Kingbird has been getting the 
run-around via the routes that Wells 
Fargo offers their customers for as¬ 
sistance, resulting in failure. Instead 
she is turning to organizations like the 
MN Poor People’s Economic Human 
Rights Campaign (MN PPEHRC) for 
help. MN PPEHRC is publicly sup¬ 
porting and fighting alongside folks 
like her to demand a moratorium on 
foreclosures in order for mortgage 
companies to renegotiate affordable 
mortgages with affected homeowners. 

By refusing to leave her home, Ona 
Kingbird now joins a list of six other 
families who are also resisting foreclo- 


Foreclosure; 


sure and the destruction of their neigh¬ 
borhoods. PPEHRC Organizer Cheri 
Honkala says, “These neighbors should 
serve as inspiration to communities 
across Minnesota and the country who 
wish to stay in their houses rather than 
be destroyed by banks like Wells Fargo.” 

WHAT PEOPLE CAN DO TO SUPORT 
ONA AND SAVE OUR NEIGHBOR¬ 
HOODS: 

Raise money from local 
groups, churches, and neighbor¬ 
hoods to help cover legal fees. 

Join the MN PPEHRC’s Underground 
Railroad Project to help get signatures on 
petitions to intervene in her forclosure. 

Write and call U.S. Congressman 
Keith Ellison, representatives of the 
state legislature, the mayor of Min¬ 
neapolis, and other elected officials. 

Demand that Wells Fargo ne¬ 
gotiate with MN PPEHRC fami¬ 
lies losing their homes because 
Wells Fargo won’t work with them. 

For more information or to get in¬ 
volved, see mnppehrc.wordpress.com/ 
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'We're Building A Movement' 



Demonstration protesting the closing of Franklin School Shelter in Washington, D.C. Homeless 
men were left without shelter, but the movement to end homelessness is growing. 


PHOTO /PORTIA WILSON 


By Eric Jonathan Sheptock 
“The Blogger” 


Homeless advocacy in D.C. has 
been limited in its effectiveness due to 
people’s tendency to react to specific 
situations as opposed to creating a sus¬ 
tained movement. Many rise to the oc¬ 
casion to solve a problem when there 
is a sense of urgency. Few remain in¬ 
volved to change the system that creat¬ 
ed the problem, thus solving it for once 
and for all. 

Such was the case with the threat 
from former D.C. Mayor Anthony 
Williams to close the Franklin School 
Shelter in 2006. Scores of people came 
out to support the homeless men who 
would be left without shelter or hous¬ 
ing. However, once the threat was gone, 
so were the activists who stood with us. 
As it turns out, Franklin School Shelter 
was closed by the present mayor, Adri¬ 
an Fenty. There is a lesson in this: the 
problem is with the system, not the in¬ 
dividual politician. Therefore, while ap¬ 
preciating small victories, we must not 
stop there, but must vie for a completely 
new system. 

It has been extremely difficult keep¬ 
ing morale up and keeping the homeless 
fighting for their rights and for solutions 
to homelessness. They are an extremely 
disenfranchised lot of people, and not 
without good reason considering the 
treatment they often receive from the 
public and from government in particu¬ 
lar. But the good news is that I see a sus¬ 
tained fight beginning to take place. 

There are new homeless advocacy 
groups arising within our nation’s capi¬ 
tal. Given our economy,we are all “just 
a paycheck away” from being home¬ 
less. While my time is consumed in go¬ 


ing to many meetings, I remind myself 
constantly that it’s all part of building a 
movement. 

In July 2008, a new group of home¬ 
less people pulled together and re¬ 
used the name of the Committee to 
Save Franklin Shelter (CSFS). Though 
Franklin has been closed, the commit¬ 
tee has broadened its goal to addressing 
mistreatment of all DC’s homeless. 

However, there are many other groups 
and individuals with similar goals. Pro 
bono lawyers have joined forces with 
CSFS. The Homeless Emergency Re¬ 
sponse Workgroup addresses the injus¬ 
tices involved in D.C. government shut¬ 


ting down shelters. A nameless group of 
homeless advocates is developing an 
employment program to help the home¬ 
less find jobs. My church (the Church of 
the Epiphany) created a Justice Ministry 
Team to plan to bring the homeless jus¬ 
tice and possibly end homelessness. 

Then there are the agencies that have 
been around for five years or more. Em¬ 
power D.C., the Fair Budget Coalition, 
the Washington Legal Clinic for the 
Homeless. The list goes on. I’d be re¬ 
miss to not mention all of the concerned 
citizens who don’t belong to a named 
group or agency. Many people have 
googled “homelessness in DC”, found 


my blog, http://www. 
ericsheptock.com and 
interviewed me about 
homelessness in our 
nation’s capital. This 
has enabled me to 
give the Mayor bad 
publicity. 

I recently received 
what might be the 
final word on yet an¬ 
other shelter closure. 
The CCNV shelter 
has been in a con¬ 
tract dispute with the 
City and the contract 
might not be renewed. 
If true, D.C. Mayor 
Fenty will have the 
fight of his life on his 
hands. Those people 
who need an urgent 
situation to react to in 
order to get involved 
may soon have what 
they need. 

Washington, D.C. 
has a rich history of 
the homeless fighting 
the powers that be. Only a few of the 
fighters from that era are still with us. 
Nonetheless, I see many components 
coming together to rebuild the move¬ 
ment. Hopefully this time around we’ll 
effect complete systemic change. La lu- 
cha continua. 


SUCCESSFUL BOOK TOUR IN WASHINGTON 

New Book: “Teatro Chicana” 


Below are comments from speakers about the tour: 

“The Washington tour was a total success. We talked to about 700 for 
the most part young people which was very rewarding since the book was 
written for them,” said Laura E. Garcia. Felicitas Nunez said, “Our audi 


ence went from the youthful multinational queer in the Universities to the 
imprisoned male youth, and everything in between — from a straight com¬ 
munity with children to an older mature community student audience. Our 
student youth of Mexican background was predominant.” 

“ For me smaller places like Shelton, Washington, were key because of 
their connection to the immigrant population. This may open doors for us 
to reach immigrant rights fighters,” said Laura Garcia. 

Felicitas Nunez, commenting on the overall goals of the tour, said, “As 
a collective, we encourage education. I feel that education can be a tool 
to better life and to gain a deep understanding and appreciation of our 
humanistic nature. Women as well as our Earth have the ability to give life 
and deserve the respect and protection of society as a whole. All humans 
have the ability to become the caretakers of what is above, on, and below 
our Earth. Education should be a right as well as the responsibility of every 
individual.” 

To bring the speaking tour to your city, contact Speakers for a New 
America at 800-691-6888 or email info@speakersforanewamerica.com. 
Visit us on the web at speakersforanewamerica.com. 



Speakers for a New America is proud to have 
hosted a speaking tour in Washington promot¬ 
ing the new book, (( Teatro Chicana, A Collective 
Memoir and Selected Plays, ” edited by Laura E. 
Garcia, Sandra M. Gutierrez, and Felicitas Nu¬ 
nez. The book has stories from seventeen young 
women who performed Chicana theater during 
the 1970s. It is the story of the movement at that 
time and of each woman s entry into the strug¬ 
gle for women s equality and a better world. 
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A Broken Network Can't Pull it Together: 
Why our Youth are Killing Each Other 


By Hip Hop Congress 

Hip Hop, if we’re serious about sav¬ 
ing young lives, it will take more than 
a superficial “Stop the Violence” cam¬ 
paign. On a policy level, the fragmented 
approach to serving vulnerable youth is 
wrong. While cities and law enforce¬ 
ment, states, and school districts col¬ 
laborate in the identification, tracking, 
and targeting of these youth (through 
free lunch programs, test scores, and 
gang databases), they have shown a 
consistent unwillingness to apply the 
same collaborative efforts toward pro¬ 
viding real solutions. We cannot tell 
the youth “Stop the Violence,” while 
relying on these agencies to help and 
heal them, especially not while they are 
closing our schools, mismanaging our 
youth service funding, and building a 
new jail. 

“They don’t care about kids of color; 
they don’t care about poor kids. They 
don’t care about anyone who’s differ¬ 
ent than somebody who makes $75,000 
or more a year.” These were the words 
of NAACP Seattle President James Bi¬ 
ble after being removed from a Seattle 
School District school closure hear¬ 
ing. Mr. Bible’s frustration was shared 
by a packed room of others who chal¬ 
lenged the sincerity and secrecy of Se¬ 
attle’s recent school closure process in 


Using Hip Hop as Cultural 
Text in Emancipatory 
Education 


By Julie Chang Schulman 

Umojafest P.E.A.C.E Center will be 
making history by opening the tentative¬ 
ly named Center for Hip Hop Culture, 
Business & Technology in the Central 
District of Seattle, Washington, this 
summer. While this community-owned 
and operated Hip Hop center is the first 
of its kind that will serve community 
youth, particularly dropouts, high-risk, 
and those under the criminal justice su¬ 
pervision, it is also a continuation of the 
historical struggle for an African Amer¬ 
ican Heritage Museum and Cultural 
Center in the CD that reaches decades 
back. It will feature a digital recording 
studio, computer lab, video production 
studio and a library/reading room. The 
summer school at the Center for Hip 
Hop will coordinate culturally enrich¬ 
ing, entrepreneurial-based activities to 
address social and community develop¬ 
ment through daily, open-door element 
and technology workshops, study ses¬ 
sions, and classes. An initial glimpse 
at the program schedule reveals DJ 
and producer clubs, Young Kings and 
Queens Leadership Development, and 



Mother’s Outreach Movement and 
Umojafest P.E.A.C.E Center Candle¬ 
light Vigil. 

the midst of last year’s youth violence 
spike. While the district bureaucratical¬ 
ly steered clear of accountability on the 
issue (they maintain they are separate 
from the police department and the city 
of Seattle), they also emphasized that 
the closure plan was developed based 
on feedback from the community. 

It seems that the district 
either has an irre¬ 
sponsible dis¬ 
connection 


from reality, or other interests to satisfy. 
We know that that the scores of wealthy 
white parents who fought against the 
closure of their schools had a hand in 
the outcome. But what about the Gates 
Foundation, who after postponing the 
renewal of grants to the district for 3.5 
years, finally awarded $7.5 million af¬ 
ter the closures were announced? This 
money, which could have kept the 
schools open and programs running at 
least for a while, will go to more ability 
tracking and testing. 

Now let’s talk about the Mayor’s 
Youth Violence Prevention Initiative, 
which has also been shrouded in se¬ 
crecy. The initiative allocates money to 
select NGOs to contract out services for 
youth without oversight or any speci¬ 
fied benchmarks for tracking success. 
This approach is justified by a flimsy 
report of four model programs, 
but a brief inspection 
shows the data 
to be riddled 
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TRACK. A MAN OF SUPERIOR GRIND, HE 
IS ONE OF THE HEADLINING ARTISTS, AS 
WELL AS THE VISIONARY BEHIND THE 
“BRING YOUR ‘A’ GAME TOUR” SERIES, 
WHICH HAS JUST COMPLETED ITS 6TH 
ANNUAL TRAVELLING CELEBRATION 
OF UNDERGROUND HIP HOP, FEATUR¬ 
ING SUCH ACTS AS AKIL OF JURAS¬ 
SIC 5, D’LABRIE, DJ METROGNOME 


class 
titles 
that 
range 
from “Mu¬ 
sic History’ 
to “Hood Politics 
Through launching a youth- 
led, community-centered approach to 
outreach, education, and violence pre¬ 
vention, Umojafest P.E.A.C.E Center is 
putting revolutionary social change the¬ 
ory to practice with Hip Hop Culture. 

Eighteen-year-old Imani Kang, the 
youth committee president of UPC, is 
development director for 
the summer school at the 
Center for Hip Hop Cul¬ 
ture. As a drop out, she 
can’t tell you the benefits 
of a diploma, but she can 
quickly break down how 
the social construction of 
knowledge through dom¬ 
inant culture in traditional classrooms 
alienates youth today. “Freshman year, I 
attended all my classes in the beginning, 
but felt like I was doing the same thing 
over and over again. I went to Job Corp 
to get my GED, and during those class¬ 
es, I asked myself how relevant is this? 



Imani Kang. 


AND MANY OTHERS. YOU CAN 
LEARN MORE AT WWW.MYS- / We’re 

PACE.COM/QUANSTAR. / t a k - 

ing the 

same classes 
from 4th grade 
to now. I took the 
test, and the test is so easy, 
and I started asking myself, is this all 
I have to do to be complete? What 
are they really doing to us? What 
are you guys really teaching me?” 

Her critical reflection on oppres¬ 
sive education systems continued to 
develop through watching many of her 
friends get driven away from school by 
boredom, or from being penalized for 
challenging what and how things were 
being taught up, and give up altogeth¬ 
er. “I know kids who dropped out and 
haven’t gotten their GED, haven’t done 
anything but kick it, sometimes work, 
but a lot of the time, they just stop be¬ 
cause they think that school is the only 
option for learning,” Imani says. “The 
ones who ended up pursuing something 
after dropping out, it’s because they 
find something that they’re interested 
in, something that keeps them there. 
Some aren’t fortunate to find that. 
The Hip Hop Center will be one more 
way to get one more person there.” 


LEADERS 


accurate information. To top it off, 
the city has tasked the Urban League, 
little known for any actual work in the 
community, with helping to solidify its 
“network,” while keeping community 
leaders who are effectively active in the 
work out of the discussion. Ironically, 
the most critical network for violence 
prevention, one that places the school 
district, the city and law enforcement in 
a collective state of accountability for 
the safety for our children, is absent. 

Unfortunately this disconnection is 
a convenience that youth don’t have. 
When the schools fail them from 9:00- 
3:00, and the youth initiative fails them 
from 3:00 to 10:00, the only thing that 
won’t fail is the new jail. The city is 
putting $110 million up for this project, 
plus committing another $15 mil a year 
for operation, which is quite an invest¬ 
ment. Perhaps they are banking on their 
failure to our youth? 

Whatever the case may be, it is time 
for us as Hip Hop artists, media pro¬ 
ducers, educators, and activists to step 
up, beyond the superficial message of 
“Stop the Violence.” We must unite, 
collectivize our skill sets and resources, 
and create an alternative solution: the 
seamless network, rooted in culture and 
community that our young people need 
to survive. 


Assuming the agency to reinvent 
education through Hip Hop culture is 
a powerful and strategic move toward 



Seattle Hip Hop Youth Council. 

self-empowerment for today’s youth, 
especially for those who’ve inherently 
rejected the role of being passive ob¬ 
jects in the school enterprise. “School is 
a closed box, they teach only what they 
want you to know, like closing one eye on 
one side. Our school is resistance to that 
because we wanna keep both eyes open, 
we want to see everything. Our idea is 
for these classes to be open conversa¬ 
tions, collaborative ideas, rather than 
having students be sitting and watch¬ 
ing. We have so many volunteers and 
special guests that are already lined up; 
it’s exciting,” says Imani with a smile. 
For more information on how to get in¬ 
volved, or to show your support, email 
Imani Kang at mani.sue@gmail.com. 


For information on how you can get 
involved, visit www.hiphopcongress.com 
—Shamako Noble, Page Editor 
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HOMELESS ADVOCATE = TERRORIST THREAT? 



Homeless encampments in Fresno, like this one, are periodically raided by 
City Sanitation workers. A homeless advocate, trying to figure out where the 
property was being stored, came under suspicion of being a terrorist threat. 


By Mike Rhodes 


A Fresno homeless advocate, Phil 
Connelly, has been informed that his at¬ 
tempts to help the homeless have been 
“brought to the attention of the Police 
Department’s Terrorism Liaison Offi¬ 
cers.” The unwanted attention followed 
a City of Fresno “clean up” of a home¬ 
less encampment in downtown Fresno. 

Several homeless advocates monitored 
the “clean up” and removal of homeless 
people’s property on April 22, 2009 by 
City Sanitation Workers. Most of the 
homeless people move out shortly be¬ 
fore they arrive, and move back later in 
the day. It is a meaningless game of cat 
and mouse that is not intended to help 
the homeless. As a result of this constant 
harassment, sometimes the homeless 
lose their property. 

Phil Connelly went to the City of 
Fresno Corporate Yard to see where 
the confiscated property was taken. It 
has been city policy to store property at 
that location. Connelly spoke with Phil¬ 
lip Weathers at the Community Sanita¬ 
tion office. “He told me the confiscated 
items were not brought to the City of 
Fresno Corporation.” 

Connelly says Weathers told him “the 
persons who own the confiscated prop¬ 
erty are expected to call his office at 
the number listed on the posted notices. 
Weathers said if the owner can provide a 
description of their confiscated property; 
Weathers or a staff member will take the 
property to a location where the owner 
wants to reclaim it, or the property will 


be retrieved from its current storage lo¬ 
cation and the owner can come to the 
Community Sanitation office to claim 
the confiscated property.” 

The policy of storing homeless peo¬ 
ple’s property for 90 days is the result of 
a successful lawsuit against the City of 
Fresno. City Sanitation was taking and 
immediately destroying homeless peo¬ 
ple’s property. The homeless received 
a $2.3 million settlement, the largest 
settlement of its kind in the country. 

A few days after his visit to the City of 
Fresno Corporate Yard, Phillip Connelly 


PHOTO /MIKE RHODES 

was contacted by Sgt. Ronald Grimm, 
Homeland Security Coordinator for the 
Fresno Police Department. Here is the 
letter he received: 

“This e-mail is in regards to your visit 
to the City of Fresno Corporate Yard 
on April 22 of this year This facility is 
considered a Key Resource to the City of 
Fresno, and is critical to the continuity 
of government for our area. Inasmuch, 
issues regarding the security (or breech¬ 
es of security) at this facility fall within 
the investigative responsibility of the 


Fresno Police Dept. Your actions during 
your visit to this facility (primarily the 
photographing of specific sites on the 
premises and the contact you had with 
City personnel) caused concern among 
several City employees and was brought 
to the attention of the Police Depart¬ 
ments Terrorism Liaison Officers. 

While we assume your visit to the prem¬ 
ises was related to an ongoing investiga¬ 
tion, I would like to ask for your coop¬ 
eration for any future visits. If possible, 
could you please inform City employees 
at the facility as to the nature of your 
visit and the particular public areas you 
would like to visit. Also, if you could in¬ 
form these same employees that you will 
be taking photographs in public-access 
areas it would probably prevent the is¬ 
sue from becoming a concern of the Ter¬ 
rorism Liaison Officer unit. ” 

Is being an advocate for homeless 
rights a legitimate reason for being in¬ 
vestigated by Homeland Security and 
coming under the scrutiny of the Police 
Department’s Terrorism Liaison Offi¬ 
cers? Will Connelly and other advocates 
be on a Homeland Security watch list of 
Domestic Terrorists? Perhaps Connelly 
is destined to be whisked off the street, 
sent to Guantanamo Bay, and tortured 
until he confesses his nefarious actions 
in support of homeless people in this 
community? 

Mike Rhodes, editor of the Community 
Alliance Newspaper can be reached at 
wwwfresnoalliance. com/ 


Cook it America 

Lenox Lounge with Patience Higgins: Tuesday Night 

smoking and hot 

cobalt jazz 

coils above the tenements. 

burnished night 

full of the not-yet steals 

through shut windows and dissolves. 

the hour, late: 

the music done 

the musicians in motion, done 

refreshed, exhausted, done 

with what swept them 

with what drove them, down. 

All murmuring one to one, 

striking their weary high fives, 

vibrating still to the tempos, the final shivering 

crescendo of the cymbal, bell tone of Africa 
where first the Portuguese 

then the Spanish, the Danes, the Dutch, 

the Swedes, the French, the English 

probed for gold and ivory, for women with 
their children and men. 

Flutes uncouple, saxophones bow to velvet. 

Now sail, America, away, 

sail free under the sandy stars. 

— Cathleen Williams 


PROGRESS 

I’m riding in a bus 
from Arizona 
to New Mexico. 

Among the passengers 
various Latino migrants: 
three Mexicans 
two Ecuadorians 
one Pemvian. 

I listen to their conversation 

from my seat: 

full days’ work, 

from Monday to Monday, 

holidays, replacements, 

overtime. 

In the distance I see a cargo train passing, 
hundreds of cars full of commodities. 

One of the migrants remains sleeping. 

Next to him a white man 
points to the train with pride: 

“There goes our economy,” he says. 

“That train’s the portrait of our progress.” 

The phrase resounds in my head. 

The guy doesn’t know that his economy 

is also traveling on this bus 

and that the most human portrait of progress 

is embodied in the exhausted 

and parched face 

of the one who’s asleep at his side. 

— Carla Badillo 

Translated from the Spanish by Jack Hirschman 
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PLAYING THE NAME GAME WITH FAMILY HOMELESSNESS 



Al Williams of Fresno (left) and Paul Boden of 
WRAP at the Sacramento rally to protest the de¬ 
struction of Tent City in April. 

PHOTO /SANDY PERRY 


By Paul Boden 

As we have all seen, on our streets 
and in the media, family homelessness 
over the past three years has skyrock¬ 
eted. The recent mortgage crisis has es¬ 
calated the numbers even more. 

In the face of growing numbers of 
families losing their homes, having to 
split up for survivals sake, and even 
some children ending up in the hellhole 
of the Foster Care System, what is our 
federal government doing? Unbeliev¬ 
ably, they seem intent on putting sys¬ 
tem-wide, draconian obstacles in front 
of families trying desperately to find a 
roof over their heads. 

On April 2, 2009 the House (HR 
1877) and the Senate (S 808) both rein¬ 
troduced legislation entitled Homeless 
Emergency Assistance and Rapid Tran¬ 
sition to Housing (HEARTH) Act of 
2009. If this bill becomes law, as many 
people fear, thousands of destitute and 
poor families will fail to “qualify” for 
services funded with federal homeless 
assistance dollars because they will be 
deemed not homeless enough. 

Families who have had to double and 
triple up with other people or who are 
living in hotels/motels will be forced to 
show “credible” evidence to authorities 


to prove that they are indeed complete¬ 
ly, unequivocally, technically, totally 
homeless. 

If asked to leave a doubled or tripled 
household, their “host” will need to ver¬ 
ify that they cannot return. New York 
City sends inspectors. If they are stay¬ 
ing in a motel or SRO hotel room, they 
are not considered homeless enough un¬ 
til their total household savings are less 
than 14 days worth of hotel or motel fees. 


It is only at this point that 
a family can qualify to get 
onto the often month-long 
waiting lists for emergen¬ 
cy homeless assistance. 

Particularly significant 
for families and children 
is that both these bills 
prohibit HUD homeless 
counts from requiring 
communities to include 
these families. Every 2 
years HUD mandates lo¬ 
cal communities to count 
their number of homeless 
people. If a family has not 
managed to secure a shel¬ 
ter bed and, therefore, is 
living in tenuous doubled- 
up and motel situations, 
it quite literally does not 
count! 

The consequences for homeless chil¬ 
dren and youth in these situations are 
particularly ominous. In 2006, the De¬ 
partment of Education reported 688,174 
homeless children in our schools and 
this year that number is expected to rise 
15 to 20 percent. 

So where is the change we all vot¬ 
ed for? New President. New Congress. 
Same old bill. 


Family homelessness, as with the mort¬ 
gage crisis today, is deeply rooted in 
federal government decisions. From 
1978 to 2006, the Budget Authority of 
HUD fell from $83 billion to $29 billion 
in 2004 constant dollars. Meanwhile in 
that same time period, federal expendi¬ 
tures on mortgage interest deductions 
grew from $40 billion to $122 billion. 
Direct entitlement programs aimed at 
housing poor people were replaced with 
a mortgage interest tax deduction pro¬ 
gram aimed at promoting home owner¬ 
ship. But now that mortgages are col¬ 
lapsing and homes are being foreclosed, 
families that were homeowners are be¬ 
coming poor people. 

The federal government along with 
unregulated banks created the crisis, and 
banks are being bailed out. Meanwhile, 
families end up living in crisis and get 
cut out of emergency assistance. 

When a family falls into the street, 
does anyone hear it? 

Note: This was originally published 
on the WRAP blog at www.wraphome. 
org. The HEARTH Act was adopted in 
May with some significant (but still not 
adequate) expansion in the HUD home¬ 
lessness definition, due to advocacy by 
WRAP, the National Policy and Ad¬ 
vocacy Council on Homelessness, and 
others. 


WINTER SOLDIER SOUTHWEST EYEWITNESS 
ACCOUNTS OF THE OCCUPATIONS: 

Iraq and Afghanistan 


Poetic and artistic voices from Winter Soldier Southwest May 9, 2009 at Pasadena City 
College. Panels included eyewitness accounts of the occupations of Iraq and Afghanistan, 
Iraq Veterans Against the War; History s Relevance, Vietnam Veterans Against the War, A 
Daily Sacrifice, Military Families Speak Out, The Ultimate Sacrifice, Gold Star Families, 

and Military Combat Strategy- 
Live Meat/Dead Meat/Atrocity Picture Why the U.S. can’t win an occu¬ 

pation In this issue, the People s 
Tribune has chosen to highlight 
voices and images of veteran po¬ 
ets from Vietnam to today’s con¬ 
flicts. 


What changes you from living meat 
to a maggot’s entree is some steel and 
high explosive or lead and black powder. 


The difference between a guy with a trophy fish 
and one posing smilingly as he holds up a torso 
by the only leg left on the thing 
is where the blast hit it. 



Dreamin of home. 
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The Colonial 


After storm view 

from Pacific Coast Highway 

On the way to the funeral, 
the sky colored sea hair. 

The lips of the sea colored sky 
bordering the horizon’s pale teeth. 

How much I enjoy 
the Picasso wing 
of life’s gallery. 


Horace Coleman 
Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War 
and Military Families Speak Out 


The Peace Warrior 

The spirit whispers 
you are a warrior 
stand up for peace 

I stand to question 
How? Then, to ponder, 

Peace 

Dedicated to my fellow 
and lady members 
from Veterans forPeace 
Keith Gawith 


The Path 

I am led to stand 
on a street 
pleading for peace 
as white phosphorous 
burns the skin off children 
screaming in their fathers arms 

I cry inside as Americans 
approach me 

in love with war 
I cry inside 

Dedicated to PatAlviso 
Military Families Speak Out 
Keith Gawith Vietnam Veterans 
Against the War 


A Child, 

Stepping Across the Waters, 

He kicked at the Colored Stones gleaming, in 
the wet sun, 

And marveled, at a Thousand Tiny Creatures, 
squirming beneath. 

First Trusting, Now Wary, Once Tranquil, 
Uneasy, Were Giving, Demanding, 
Regrouping, They’re Biting! 

OW! Man! Get Away! 

Blow Em back to the Stone Age! 

Or just maybe, it’s time for US to grow up. 

Thomas Sandor Copyright 1972 
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VOICES FROM BENTON HARBOR, Ml 


JUDGE DEFIES 
MICHIGAN SUPREME 
COURT 

By Dorothy Pinkney 

James Madison is described as one of the great bulwarks 
of liberty. He is known for his impassioned speech in 
favor of the First Amendment prior to it being signed 
into law. The First Amendment arose from the his¬ 
torically justified fear that government would punish 
people for speaking out against it. For this reason, the 
freedom to speak out against government and against 
public officials is the most inviolate protection the first 
amendment affords. Indeed the balance the judiciary 
has struck between the interests of the state and the in¬ 
terest of a citizen has rarely tipped in favor of the state. 

This has proven to be true even where the government 
has tried to characterize apolitical criticism as speech so 
injurious to the public that it deserves no constitutional 
protection at all. The Supreme Court has recognized 
certain excommunicated categories of speech, name¬ 
ly, true threats, obscenity and incitement of violence. 
Even so, the court has been reluctant to condemn pub¬ 
lic statements of political dissatisfaction, even when 
replete with the most unequivocally violent language 
as true threats unprotected by the first Amendment. 

My husband only published an opinion in a Chi¬ 
cago newspaper expressing dissatisfaction with how 
Judge Alfred Butzbaugh carried out his official du¬ 
ties. Berrien County would have the rest of the world 



Justice Protest outside St. Joseph Courthouse 


believe that the invocation of the wrath of Reverend 
Pinkney’s GOD makes his political opinion a threat. 

The religious freedom brief filed on behalf of my 
husband encompasses the views of numerous faith- 
based organizations including the National Associa¬ 
tion of Evangelicals, the American Jewish Congress, 
the Christian Legal Society, the Baptist Joint Com¬ 
mittee for Religious Liberty,the General Assembly of 
Presbyterian Church and the National Baptist Con¬ 
vention among others. Another brief was submit¬ 
ted by 18 law professors from various universities. 

The brief states that under the U.S. Constitution, 
my husband, Rev. Pinkney, must not be imprisoned for 
speaking his conscience. Also the Thomas Jefferson 
Center for Protection of free expression argued in its 
brief, “In finding that Rev. Pinkney’s newspaper edito¬ 
rial violated his conditions of probation, the lower court 
punished speech at the core of the first Amendment 
protection of publishing criticism of the judiciary.” 


ATTEND JUNE 9 HEARING! 

Please attend the Appeal Hearing at the Court 
of Appeals Third District in Grand Rapids, 
State of Michigan Building, 350 Ottawa, NW., 
Grand Rapids, MI, 9 am, June 9, 2009. 


BANCO SAYS: REMOVE JUDGE WILEY 

Rev. Pinkney and BANCO of Benton Harbor are 
calling for the removal of Berrien County Judge Den¬ 
nis Wiley for contempt of court and defying the Michi¬ 
gan Supreme Court order to “articulate” the reasons 
for keeping Pinkney under house arrest, 24 hours a 
day, 7 days a week with electronic tether. Simply call, 
email or write to the Judicial Tenure Commission and 
the Supreme Court asking for (demanding...) Wiley’s 
removal. Judicial Tenure Commission, 3034 W. Grand 
Blvd., Suite 8-450, Detroit 48202, 313-875-5110 
or email: judicialtenure@courts.mi.gov ; Michigan 
Supreme Court, Michigan Hall of Justice, P.O. Box 
30052, Lansing 48909; 517-373-0130 or emaikmsc- 
info@courts.mi.gov 


SEND DONATIONS FOR APPEAL 



Rev. Edward Pinkney PHOTO/Lennette Evans 


QUOTES FROM THE 
COMMUNITY: 

“St. Joseph exists as the stronghold of a modern day 
feudal satrapy with the liege’s courts running interfer¬ 
ence for Upton/Whirlpool plundering. Benton Harbor, 
at least the portions of it not coveted for Harbor Shores 
exploitation, is their dumping ground, the City Com¬ 
mission an extension of the boardroom, the newspa¬ 
per a corporate organ, the law enforcement agencies 
largely a vicious occupying army residents are com¬ 
pelled to finance. The games judges play there, like the 
extremely petty one that Wiley is using to toy with the 
ACLU, are non-stop. Justice remains nonexistent and 
the law but a shield for scum to hide behind and use as 
their very own.” 

— John Mann 


“The ulitimate measure of a man is not where he stands 
in moments of comfort and convenience but where 
he stands at times of challenge and controversy, said 
Martin Luther King.There has never been a man like 
Rev Edward Pinkney who has sacrified everything for 
the people.We can’t let this racist courthouse get away 
with this racist action.” 

— Rev D. Smith and family 

“The soft minded man always fears changes. He feels 
security in the status quo and he has an almost morbid 
fear of the new. For him, the greatest pain is the pain 
of a new idea. Let’s stand together and stop Whirlpool, 
Cornorstone Alliance, Harbor Shore Developer and 
Benton Harbor City Commissioners. If your pastor 
and your church is not standing up for the community 
leave that church.” 

— Doris L. Miller 


DONATE TO PEOPLE’S TRIBUNE! 

The People’s Tribune is your paper. It speaks 
the truth about the root cause of the prob¬ 
lems people face — a social system based 
on corporate profit. The People’s Tribune is 
a voice of the movement to end poverty and 
oppression. It offers a vision of the kind of 
society we could have if corporate property 
becomes public property. Order papers. Call 
800-691-6888. Send donations to PT, PO 
Box 3524, Chicago, IL 60654-3524 


People’s Tribune 
P.O. Box 3524 

Chicago, Illinois 60654-3524 
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When you fight the Ber¬ 
rien County level of 
corruption, racism and 
injustice, legal fees keep 
mounting. Let’s all join 
in the struggle for jus¬ 
tice in Benton Harbor. 
$10, 000 is needed for 
legal defense fees, but 
any donation is appre¬ 
ciated. Please send all 
tax-deductible dona¬ 
tions to BANCO, 1940 
Union, Benton Harbor, 

MI 49022. 


































